
Family Selected for 2016

Habitat for Humanity is pleased to 
introduce the James and Nyarok Kouk 
(cook) family, including their sons; Isaac 
- 20, Jal - 15, Chatim - 11, Rielcole - 2, 
and daughters; Nyadac -19, Nyarawon – 
17.  

They were recently selected to part-
ner with Habitat in building a new house 
at 2110 Carroll Street in Boone.

Having emigrated from South Sudan 
to the United States over a decade ago, 
the Kouks spent many years in Portland, 
Maine, where James supported his fam-
ily by working in a meat packing plant 
while Nyarok did cleaning at area hotels.  

All family members are now American 
citizens who greatly appreciate the many 
opportunities available in this country.

James continues in the meat pack-
ing industry, staying in Denison all week 
before returning home to spend week-
ends with his family.  They share a tight 
three-bedroom apartment with one small 
bathroom.  

Pictured above is the James and Nyarok Kouk (cook) family, including their sons; Isaac - 20, Jal - 15, Chatim - 11, 
Rielcole - 2, and daughters; Nyadac -19, Nyarawon – 17.  

Talk to any family assisted by Habi-
tat volunteers with home repairs, and 
the first thing you’re likely to hear is 
how blessed they feel.  That others, 
complete strangers really, would give 
their time and talent to help them is 
humbling and often brings tears of ap-
preciation.  

Ask the volunteers, however, and 
you get a completely different story.  
They don’t understand why a person 
wouldn’t help out a neighbor in need.  
They find the time, have the talent and 
gladly lend a helping hand.  

These two divergent views will 
come together time and again in 
2016, as volunteers will carry out sev-
eral more Helping Hands home repair 
projects across Greene and Guthrie 
Counties.  

Current plans are to assist as 
many as eight homeowners with criti-
cal repairs, the final tally dependent 
upon finding applicants and the repair 
needs of their homes.  There could be 
a few large projects, or several small-
er ones.  A combination of the two is 
probable. 

Applications are now being accept-
ed, so if you know of someone owning 
and living in a home in need of repairs, 
direct them to Jeff Lamoureux, Asso-
ciate Director, with responsibility for 
project development in Greene and 
Guthrie Counties.  His Jefferson office 
phone number is 515-386-3093.  

Greene & Guthrie 
to Serve Up Home 
Repairs in 2016

That’s eight family members sharing 
a very small space, but somehow they 
make it work.

While James and Nyarok work hard 
to provide for their active children fully 
immersed in American culture, they 
shoulder almost no debt.  

In the eyes of Habitat family selection 
volunteers, this ability to manage limited 
resources has prepared them well for 
owning a Habitat home. 

The Kouk family can be found sitting 
together each Sunday in the front pew at 
First Presbyterian Church in Boone, as 
faith in God is something the Kouks have 
molded their lives around.  

With an affordable new home in their 
future (including five bedrooms and two 
bathrooms), the Kouk family is ready for 
this opportunity placed in front of them by 
a loving God.  

Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity 
volunteers welcome the Kouk family and 
look forward to working side-by-side with 
them as we build together in 2016.



In my younger days as an undergrad at The University of Iowa, I found myself in an interpretive 
literature class where, among other works, we explored the book Winesburg, Ohio by author Sher-
wood Anderson.  Written a hundred years ago now, it’s actually a collection of stories loosely based on 
people he grew up around in his Ohio hometown (of a different name).

The assignment given was for the class to identify a pervasive theme in the book and write a pa-
per explaining why it matters.  For me this was a no-brainer.  It was all about hands.  

Interesting characters, one by one, were described less by their hair, height, girth, or stature in the 
community, but more so by their hands.  Some were rough and forever stained by hard manual labor.  
Others held long, slender fingers with barely the strength to turn a doorknob.  To the person, it was 
their hands that revealed the most about their lives, their dreams, their disappointments.  

Take a look at your own hands.  How unique and special they are.  Capable of crude motions such 
as applause at a concert or ball game, as well as intricate detail like tying on small fishing lures or pass-

ing a thin needle and thread through fine fabric.
Our hands matter to us for sure, but it’s when we put them together to benefit others that truly incredible things begin to 

happen.  This is never more true than when we join hands to do God’s work.  That’s when our hands truly matters.  
My sincere thanks go to the many hands, and hearts, that came together this past year and that will come together again in 

2016 as we continue to make a lasting difference in the lives of others.  

        God’s blessings always,

        Erich Kretzinger
        Executive Director

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Habitat for Humanity of Boone and 
Greene Counties rolled out the welcome 
mat to new friends in Guthrie County 
early in 2015, and to better reflect our 
expanded geographic footprint, Heart of 
Iowa Habitat for Humanity was born.  

God calls for us to be aggressive in 
serving others, and boy did our volun-
teers listen!  

A record ten families were served 
either with a new home, a renovated 
home or repairs to existing homes.  This 
required literally hundreds of volunteers 

Ten Families Served in 2015

Global Village is a program that puts 
more than just money to work in 40 of 
the most impoverished nations of the 
world.  

This coming January, Angie Jewett 
of Grand Junction and Jeff Lamoureux 
of Jefferson will labor each day for a 
week helping local families to build their 
own safe, decent and affordable home.  

In the evenings they will learn the 
culture, foods and traditions of the El 
Salvadoran people.  As our affiliate’s 
first-ever participants in a Global Village 
trip, we thank Angie and Jeff for follow-
ing our tithe dollars with actual muscle 
and sweat.

Donations are being welcomed to 
offset the costs of attending this Global 
Village trip.

Two Locals 
will Volunteer 
in El Salvador

and thousands of volunteer hours.  Build-
ing materials aren’t cheap, either.  Only 
through critical donations, grants and 
homebuyer loan payments was Habitat 
able to accomplish so much.

But we did it, you did it, and in so 
doing touched the lives of twenty-three 
individuals who will forever understand 
the power of God’s love.  Hope has been 
restored.  Health has been protected.  
Love has been shared.  

Thank you to all who put the Heart in 
Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity.

Pictured above is the Campbell house after renovations were completed this past year.



While it is understandable local volunteers and do-
nors enjoy seeing progress made on low-income hous-
ing in our own corner of the world, it’s important to re-
alize the problem of inadequate housing is universal 
around the globe.  

It’s infinitely worse in the very poor countries of Hai-
ti, Ethiopia, Bangladesh, Cambodia and Kenya.  

With our parent organization being Habitat for Hu-
manity International, Habitat affiliates in the United 
States join together in addressing the global housing 
crisis through a ten percent tithe of unrestricted in-
come.  (Restricted income is primarily government and 
foundation grants, though individuals can also restrict 
gifts to be used for local needs only.)

Your Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity has been 
tithing toward housing needs around the world since 
1996.  Using only 10% of your gifts, and in the time 
it has taken to build or renovate 25 homes locally, we 
have fully funded the construction of 32 additional 
homes around the world.  

That’s an impressive statistic, but it tells only part of the story.  
Consider the family that calls a shack made of scavenged tin their home. Vermin and insects are a constant, and muddied 

rainwater flows through like a small river.  With no way to effectively secure doors, what little the family does have is vulnerable to 
thieves.  Through the help of Habitat for Humanity, this family will work side-by-side with volunteers to build a cement block house 
with a solid foundation and cement floor.  There are tight windows and doors, all locking.  The roof is strong and dry.  The children 
can now concentrate on schoolwork and adults go to work, comforted by knowing their home will be safe and secure when they 
return.  

Habitat for Humanity International has served 2,973 global families in this manner in 2015 alone.  And all of it done with just 
10% of what it takes to build homes here in the States.  In the lifetime of Habitat for Humanity, over $231 million has been tithed 
resulting in over 75,000 families being served.  75,000 families!

Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity is a proud tithe partner with Habitat for Humanity International.  Giving of our abundance to 
help struggling families with the essentials of life is the tie that binds all Christians born of a loving God.  

Carpenters Club Pays its Dues
Saturday volunteer crews are the backbone of our Habitat work-

sites.  With inconsistent Iowa weather, varying skill levels and fluctu-
ating crew sizes, however, Saturdays can sometimes be hit or miss.

And that’s where the calm consistency of our Carpenters Club 
really makes a difference. 

One morning each week a group of experienced volunteers con-
verge on their local Habitat worksite and get done what needs get-
ting done, often accomplishing as much as a Saturday crew with half 
the workers and in less time.  It has become quite obvious Habitat 
couldn’t accomplish nearly as much without our Carpenters Club.  

But that’s not to say our weekday hammers don’t have fun!  In 
fact, friendships grow extra strong over weeks, months and years as 
they work together solving construction snags or appreciating when 
a plan works out exactly as intended.  

All are welcome, regardless of skill, and women are absolutely encouraged to join the effort.  
In Boone County there’s one special lady that makes each Carpenters Club work day extra special.  Paula Haase has 

been treating the local group to freshly baked bars, pies and cakes each workday and has been pitching in this way since 
2012.  That was the year Habitat built a house directly across the street from her and she first offered to bring something for 
the crew.  And boy are they glad she did!

It’s not easy to find a club where the dues are a little sweat on your brow, a smile of satisfaction when the job’s done right, 
and sweeping crumbs from delicious bake goods off your work shirt.  All are invited to give the Carpenters Club a try in 2016.  
Contact Erich or Jeff to learn more.

The Tithe That Binds



Yes!  I want to help Habitat for Humanity build and repair homes in our communities. Please accept my 
donation in the amount of:            

  _____ $500             _____ $250             _____ $100            _____ $50            _____ other

All contributions to HFH are tax deductible.
This is a qualifying 501(c)(3) organization.   

Return to:  Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity
                    720 Story Street
                    Boone, IA  50036

Someone else’s new beginning starts with YOU!

Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity 
720 Story Street               
Boone, IA  50036

www.HeartofIowaHabitat.org
Online & Facebook to serve YOU better!


