
Building toward the future in 2011
The past year has brought great 

change to Habitat for Humanity of Boone 
and Greene Counties. 

A new director and new volunteers 
have created a renewed spirit to the al-
ready successful efforts in both counties. 

In 2008, conversations began about 
merging the two groups into one new 
affi liate. The goal was to eliminate du-
plicated efforts, enabling more time and 
resources for planning and building. The 
new affi liate became a reality late last 
year. 

With vision and commitment for con-
tinuing the effort to end substandard 
housing, Boone resident and Jefferson 
native, Erich Kretzinger, was named ex-
ecutive director in January, 2010. 

“As the merger was coming together, 
the combined boards set aggressive 
goals for growth in the number of fami-
lies served,” said Kretzinger. “Previously, 
Boone would build one house a year and 
Greene had built one house in a year.  It 
was decided to increase the number of 

families served to three or four per year.”
Part of Kretzinger’s task his fi rst year 

has been creating a strong organization-
al foundation for Habitat. This has been 
done through the establishment of new 
and revamped committees across Habi-

tat. The organization has also opened a 
new offi ce in downtown Boone. Pictured 
above are volunteers hanging signage at 
the 720 Story Street location.  

 

Schelles Purchase Newest Habitat Home
Looking at the Schelle family, one could argue 

they face hardship.  Making ends meet with four 
young girls under the roof is a challenge.  When 
one of the girls is bound to a wheelchair with ce-
rebral palsy the challenge grows.

Ask the family, however, and they feel things 
are going pretty well.  This is especially true now 
that they are about to move into their new home.  
Tony and Brianna worked alongside the many 
caring hands of Habitat volunteers in building the 
house they will pay for with a no-interest mort-
gage.

The Schelle’s have lived in Ogden for nearly 
ten years, the past few spent in a rental house 
where the utility bills were often more than the 
rent.  The basement would fl ood with every rain 
and black mold was a constant companion.  
Emma would be carried up and down stairs night-
ly for her bath and bed.  Their energy-effi cient 
new home is handicap-accessible.



Blessings All Around Us!
One doesn’t have to look far for bad news these days.  Those who can close their eyes to the negative, how-

ever, will actually fi nd themselves living in a world full of God’s blessings.  
One of those blessings for me has been getting to know so many wonderful and dedicated volunteers who make 

our local Habitat housing ministry such a success.  I would love to name names, but my space here is limited and 
names alone won’t convey the depth of commitment they share.

Another blessing has been the opportunity to know our many partner families.  Some are new, such as the 
Schelle’s, ready to turn their new house into a home, and the Palacio’s, about to embark on a life-changing adventure 
with construction of their house in 2011.  Other families are new to me, but not Habitat.  With sixteen previously built 
homes, these families each have a moving story of success through Habitat to share.

My blessings don’t end there.  The love and support received from my wife and children keeps me going each 
day and our many friends provide the foundation for a wonderful life.  The list goes on.

I would challenge everyone to block out the bad news, political pundits and negative neighbors on a regular basis to refl ect on the many 
blessings we each have in our lives today.  Most importantly, realize that you can be a very real blessing to others.  The Habitat for Humanity 
housing ministry provides an excellent opportunity and we welcome all with open arms.

        God’s Blessings to all in 2011,      
        Erich Kretzinger      
        Habitat Executive Director

 The Palacio Family of Boone will be 
purchasing a new home on Tama Street 
next year thanks to Habitat for Humanity. 

Andres, Candy and Josi are natural-
ized US Citizens while Magdalena and 
Andres Jr. are legal immigrants within 
the 5 year waiting period to seek citizen-
ship.

Andres has worked at Redeker’s Fur-
niture in Boone for fi ve years.  Candy 
and Josi are students in the Boone Com-
munity School District.  

The family has completed their hom-
eowner education classes and have be-
gun working towards their minimum 300 
hours of sweat equity.  

The lot was gifted to Habitat by 
Boone County Supervisors after it failed 
to receive bids on tax sale.  This project, 
like all Habitat houses, will add a prop-
erty to the tax base, paying for schools, 
police, streets and other public services.  
It will also enhance the local neighbor-
hood and increase property values for 
neighboring homeowners.

In addition, this will be the fi rst Habi-
tat house built in cooperation with the 
Building Trades program at Boone High 
School.  

“We’re excited about the new build 
and about the work that will be done in 
conjunction with Boone High School,” 
said Habitat Executive Director Erich 
Kretzinger. “It’s a great opportunity for 

Palacios Selected for Boone Homebuild in 2011

Pictured above are members of the Palacio Family with Habitat volunteer Maggie Stone:  Andres Jr. (son, 21); Mag-
dalena (mother); Maggie Stone; Candy (daughter, 17); Andres (father); and Josi (son, 9) in front.  Andres, Candy 
and Josi are naturalized US Citizens while Magdalena and Andres Jr. are legal immigrants within the 5 year waiting 
period to seek citizenship.

these young people to practice their 
skills and help their community.” 

Students and their instructor, Mike 
Hehnke, will work with Habitat construc-
tion volunteers to start the house in the 
spring until summer break.  Habitat vol-
unteers will continue work on the proj-
ect through the summer then Building 
Trades will work to complete it in the 

fall.  Students will have the opportunity to 
see and experience much more than the 
smaller projects they have been limited 
to in the past.

Best wishes to the Palacio Family as 
they welcome the new year and continue 
working with Habitat for Humanity. 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER
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Habitat Volunteer Spotlight
Some volunteer are like light bulbs. They do their job very well, but eventu-

ally burn out and need replaced.  
Then there are the light fi xtures. They work with each light bulb and help 

them shine as bright as possible.  When the bulb needs replaced, the fi xture 
welcomes its replacement and tirelessly helps them to reach their potential.  

Pete Nelson is a fi xture.
As one of the founding members of Habitat for Humanity of Boone County 

back in 1995, Pete has been the leading construction volunteer for over 15 
years, helping sixteen families to have a safe, decent and well-constructed 
home.  During that time he has mentored countless volunteers with endless 
patience and a healthy dose of good-natured ribbing.  

Pete hasn’t always been Mr. Habitat, though.  His professional career 
spanned 32 years as a high school mathematics instructor, all at Boone High 
School.  Since his retirement in 1999, Pete has given much of his time to Habitat 
but also has volunteered as a tutor to middle school students, served as church 
treasurer and on the Boone County Board of Adjustment.

When asked to explain what has motivated him to be such an engaged vol-
unteer with Habitat, Pete replied “It sounds a little selfi sh, but the best part has 
been meeting a lot of individuals I wouldn’t have known otherwise.”  

Pete and Carol have called Boone their home for 43 years, raising their son 
and daughter. When he’s not working on a Habitat house, they enjoy camping, 
gardening and traveling together.

Thank you, Pete, for all you have done in support of the Habitat for Humanity 
housing ministry.

Habitat for Humanity believes every-
one deserves a safe, decent place to call 
home.  Achieving this is often diffi cult for 
those with low incomes. Many end up liv-
ing in some of the worst conditions our 
communities offer.  

The greatest challenge in helping 
these families is making them aware of 
the Habitat housing ministry and how it 
works.  

Habitat volunteers work alongside in-
come-qualifi ed families as their home is 
constructed.  Once completed, the fam-
ily becomes a homeowner through a no-
interest mortgage.  The typical payment, 
$400 per month or less including prop-
erty taxes and insurance, is less than 
many substandard rental properties.  As 
the loan is repaid, equity is built by the 
partner family to begin a life of stability 
and fi nancial freedom.

So what is “income-qualifi ed”?  
As an example, a family of four 

needs income from all sources between 
$17,000 and $32,000 per year.  As fam-

Greene County Partner Families Needed

ily size changes, so does the range of 
income requirements.

Habitat for Humanity is actively seek-
ing Greene County families for homes in 
Jefferson.  

Those interested in learning more 
about the potential to be a Habitat part-
ner family, please call the offi ce at 515-
432-1168 or email to director@hfhbg.
org. 

Pete Nelson
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Yes!  I want to help Habitat for Humanity of Boone and Greene Counties build homes in our communities.
Please accept my donation in the amount of:            

  _____ $500             _____ $250             _____ $100            _____ $50            _____ other

All contributions to HFH are tax deductible.
This is a qualifying 501(c)(3) organization.   

Return to:   Habitat for Humanity of Boone and Greene Counties
                     P.O. Box 601
                     Boone, IA  50036

Someone else’s new beginning starts with YOU!

www.hfhbg.org
Now online to serve YOU better!
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