
Mohrs Mean More for Madrid

Mark and Kim Mohr likely aren’t aware 
of how challenging it has been for Habitat 
to build a new home in their community, 
and who can blame them?  Their focus is 
on the life-changing news that poor hous-
ing will soon become part of their past.

A strong and growing Madrid real es-
tate market has caused land prices to 
creep higher and higher for many years, 
and since partner families ultimately pay 
for the lot their homes are built upon, many 
thousands of dollars in additional land 
costs has kept Habitat building elsewhere.  

That is until now, when a suitable build-
ing lot at 406 S. Water Street was offered 
at a discounted, though still higher price.  
When the City of Madrid chipped in $10,000 
to help make up the difference, it became 
a done deal.  A truly special situation was 
created for an equally special family.

Mark and Kim, along with children Kay-
la, Kyle and Julius, are some of the hap-
piest and loving people you will meet, de-
spite a recurring need to find safe, decent 
and affordable housing.  Their situation 
is even more challenging in that Mark is 

Pictured above (L to R) are Kim, Mark, Julius, Kyle and Kayla. 

mostly confined to a wheelchair, the result 
of a severe car crash during his high school 
years that left him brain-injured. Rehabili-
tation took a long time, but today he feels 
blessed in so many ways.  

Though Mark is fully disabled, his 
monthly Social Security assistance is mini-
mal.  As a result, the family relies on Kim’s 
wages as an in-home caregiver to make 
ends meet.  Having done extremely well 
at minimizing debt by eliminating unneces-
sary spending, theirs is exactly the situa-
tion Habitat is best prepared to assist.    

Strong in their Christian faith, the Mohrs 
will rely upon their church family to help 
complete required sweat equity on the new 
home.  

Through the generosity of caring Habi-
tat for Humanity volunteers and donors, the 
Mohr family will end 2017 in a home built to 
accommodate Mark’s special needs for the 
rest of his life, and with a monthly mortgage 
payment they can afford.  The family ex-
presses their deep appreciation for all who 
are making this possible.

Despite Habitat for Humanity’s many 
home repair successes, the unfortu-
nate truth is communities in Greene and 
Guthrie Counties continue to hold a sig-
nificant inventory of houses in need of 
repair.  

Most often owned by low-income 
families, especially the elderly and dis-
abled, inadequate financial resources 
and physical ability means these homes 
will continue to deteriorate.  That is, until 
Habitat volunteers step forward to help.

In five years over 30 families have 
been assisted through the Helping 
Hands program, and Habitat leaders are 
hard at work preparing to assist an ad-
ditional 10 families in 2017.

Homeowners do repay the cost of 
building materials and services used on 
their projects through affordable monthly 
payments, typically $50 to $100 per 
month, on a zero-percent interest loan.  
Payments are used by Habitat to assist 
additional families in coming years.  

Sometimes direct grants to home-
owners can be secured by Habitat staff, 
and monetary gifts are always accepted 
from those wanting to directly write down 
repair costs for individuals.   

Next year will be another strong year 
for the Helping Hands program, as Habi-
tat restores hope, not just homes, in the 
Heart of Iowa. 

If you know of homeowners in either 
Guthrie or Greene Counties having dif-
ficulty affording home repairs, please 
contact Jeff Lamoureux, Associate Di-
rector, at 515-386-3093 or by email ad@
heartofiowahabitat.org. 

Repairs Remain a Key 
Habitat Program



Sometimes Habitat for Humanity isn’t the answer, though.  
Often we talk with families whose income is so far below the 
poverty level there’s little hope that they could afford even 
Habitat’s lowest monthly payment.  There’s little point in setting 
them up to fail.  In these instances we’re able to connect fami-
lies with government-assistance 
programs that represent their 
only true opportunity for de-
cent housing.  

Sometimes families have 
incomes above Habitat maxi-
mums, yet they still struggle 
to pay for decent housing.  At 
these times we offer credit 
counseling referrals or con-
nect them with the USDA Rural 
Development home ownership 
and repair programs. 

You see, Habitat isn’t the only 
one who can throw starfish back in the water, but ours is a very 
special type of help for those who display responsibility and are 
prepared to succeed.  

In John 12:8, Jesus says “You will always have the poor among 
you, but you will not always have me.”  So please join me in 
helping as many starfish as we can, and together let’s also re-
member to worship and pray to the one they all belong to.  

   God’s blessings always,
   Erich Kretzinger
   Executive Director

One of my favorite stories, maybe 
yours too, is of the old man walking 
along the beach during low tide, the 
sand littered with thousands of strand-
ed starfish left behind by receding 
waters.  He walked carefully so as not to 
step on any of the beautiful creatures, 
since they all still seemed to be alive.

The man knew the starfish would die 
if left on the drying sand, but reasoned 
he couldn’t possibly help enough to 

make a difference so he did nothing and continued on. 
As he came upon a small child frantically throwing one star-

fish after another back into the sea, the old man asked, “What 
are you doing?”

“I’m saving the starfish,” the child replied.
“Why bother?  There are so many you can’t possibly save them 

all, so what does it matter?” argued the man.
Without hesitating, the child picked up another starfish and 

tossed it back into the water… “It matters to that one.”

Answering the phone or engaging those who walk into your 
local Habitat office can leave a person feeling a bit like the old 
man.  With so many of our neighbors living in truly horrible 
conditions, how can Habitat possibly take care of them all?  Are 
we even making a difference?

To this I answer a resounding YES!  Just like the young child, 
we are making a very real difference one family at a time.  

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Just like the Chicago Cubs seemed to set a new record every time they came to bat this fall, your Habitat volunteers have set a 
new record in the number of individuals served in one year.  

Drum roll, please . . . .   
Your local Habitat affiliate either created new or repaired existing homes for 33 individuals in 2016!  Let’s break it down:
A new home was built in Boone, moving eight family members from a cramped three-bedroom/one bath apartment to an energy-

efficient, five bedroom/two bath home they will own more of with each $515 monthly payment.  This amount includes escrow for prop-
erty taxes and insurance.  Safe, decent and affordable – accomplished!

Volunteers in Greene County repaired five homes in 2016, including two in Jefferson, two more in Scranton and one in Rippey.  
Among those served were 10 young children who now have dry roofs overhead – definitely not the case before Habitat arrived.  

It was the elderly and disabled taken under wing in Guthrie County, as each of four assisted homeowners fit these descriptions.  
Two substantial accessibility ramps were completed, both in Guthrie Center, while in Panora and Bayard homeowners received things 
such as a new roof, fresh paint, repaired siding, new fascia board, gutters and more.  

2016 a Banner Year for Habitat Families



That Habitat for Humanity is a Christ-based ministry is not 
lost on those who see an efficient way for their dollars to directly 
impact those struggling with the basic need for decent housing.  

The growing challenge for Habitat, however, is stretch-
ing limited dollars in an industry with high and ever-increasing 
costs.  The following amounts come from actual invoices Habitat 
paid for construction materials and services in 2016 (rounded to 
the nearest dollar):

• 4’x8’ sheet of plywood   $25
• 30# bucket of sinker nails   $52
• 12’x100’ roll of clear poly film  $75
• Prehung interior hollow-core door  $100
• Repair project liability insurance  $250
• Dumpster rental and tipping fee  $815
• Gutters and downspouts (small house) $1,150
• 56 bundles of shingles (one house) $1,400
• Vinyl replacement windows (small house) $2,164
• Concrete foundation/basement walls  $12,048

Noted construction economist and creator of the Construc-
tion Inflation Cost Index, Ed Zalewski, estimates construction 
costs for the next two years will grow at the high end of historic 
rates, near 8%.  This is on the heels of 6% annual residential 
construction cost increases in the period from 2013 through 
2016.  This is well ahead of the U.S. economy as a whole.

Lack of affordable housing for our most vulnerable families 
is not surprising when considering the high and growing cost 

Special Volunteer Groups Return
RV Care-A-Van Rolls in for Fourth Year
Why would anyone load up and travel from such exotic locales as Texas, 

Tennessee, Arizona and Davenport to volunteer on our latest Habitat house 
build?  Because they’re the RV Care-A-Van and that’s just what they do!

For the fourth straight year Care-A-Vanners will make their temporary 
home in Boone County, and this will be the largest crew so far, with 7 rigs 
and 14 individuals doing construction for two solid weeks.  That’s 980 total 
volunteer hours!

As in previous years, Care-A-Van volunteers will be guests of honor at a 
potluck dinner held their first evening with us on Monday, June 5th.  Boone 
County congregations will also support the group with snacks, drinks and 
lunches each day on the jobsite.  

The secret’s out on Heart of Iowa, as we’ve become one of the CAV’s 
hottest tickets, evidenced by all 7 slots being snatched up over seven months before their arrival date!  

Geneva Young Adults Group to Build Again 
Heart of Iowa Habitat will also welcome back the young adults group 

from Unitarian Universalist Church in Geneva, Illinois, June 21-25.
After a soggy start over the 2016 Memorial Day weekend, these 

amazingly-skilled 18 to 26 year-old construction volunteers had a great 
time.  So much so that the original group will return plus many more who 
heard their stories and want to join.    

Boone Open Bible Church has graciously invited the group to use 
their facilities again, which includes a gymnasium, showers and full 
kitchen.  This local support, along with meals provided each of three full 
work days, is a big part of why their first trip was such a success. Total 
volunteered construction time will be around 420 hours!

Construction Costs Going Up

of construction materials and services.  Habitat’s mission, how-
ever, will not be diminished.  Plans remain to house one new 
family and repair the homes of several others each year for the 
foreseeable future and your volunteer leaders have strong faith 
in our supporters to increasingly back these efforts.

Whether you find yourself called to fund a sheet of plywood 
($25), maybe an interior door ($100), 20 bundles of shingles 
($500) or even replacement windows for an entire house, Habi-
tat volunteers and staff remain committed to putting your gift to 
work as efficiently as possible.   



Yes!  I want to help Habitat for Humanity build and repair homes in our communities. Please accept my 
donation in the amount of:            

  _____ $500             _____ $250             _____ $100            _____ $50            _____ other

All contributions to HFH are tax deductible.
This is a qualifying 501(c)(3) organization.

Return to:  Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity
                    720 Story Street
                    Boone, IA  50036

Donate online www.heartofiowahabitat.org/donation   

Someone else’s new beginning starts with YOU!

Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity 
720 Story Street               
Boone, IA  50036

www.HeartofIowaHabitat.org
       


