
Helping Hands Restores Pride in Community
New homeowners beam as they get 

to cut their own grass that very first time.  
They marvel at the feeling from painting 
their house whatever color they want or 
planting a nursery tree in just the right 
spot.    

As we age or endure disabilities, how-
ever, the joy of homeownership can give 
way to humiliation and shame as families 
become unable to maintain their homes.  
For many this is their only opportunity 
for independent living, but home main-
tenance and repairs often take a back 
seat to making ends meet.  It still hurts.  
The family, their neighbors and the entire 
community pays a price.  

Where do challenged homeowners 
turn?  For four families in Greene Coun-
ty, Habitat for Humanity was the answer 
in 2012. Repair projects were completed 
in the communities of Grand Junction, 
Paton, Rippey and Scranton through the 
Helping Hands home repair initiative.

None was more rewarding than when 
a host of volunteers in Scranton came 
together over many long hours to help 
Denny Christopher with significant home 
repairs. 

Being disabled with several chronic 
ailments, Denny had neither the ability 
or money to install the new roof, siding, 
insulation, entry doors, windows, stoops 
and painting that were needed for him to 
remain in his home.  When he couldn’t, 
the community came together with Habi-
tat for Humanity to make it all happen.

Denny and three other partner fami-
lies in Greene County now have attrac-
tive homes that will be in good shape for 
many, many years to come.  

As with all other Habitat families, each 
will repay the cost of materials used on 
the repairs through a zero-interest loan.  
Proceeds will be used through the years 
to fund additional home repair projects.  
There is no charge for volunteer labor 
and no profit is added.

What a great feeling it is to see a ho-
meowner beam with pride once again . . . 
thanks to a helping hand like yours.

Pictured above is the finished product at 
the Denny Christopher home from the 
Helping Hands project in 2012. At right, 
is the home before Habitat for Humanity 
was able to lend a “Helping Hand.”

Helping Hands Expands in 2013
It’s official!  Introduction of the Help-

ing Hands home repair initiative was so 
successful for Greene County that it’s 
coming back.  Boone County will also 
do Helping Hands projects exclusively in 
2013.  

Between the two counties, Habitat 
estimates an additional ten families will 
be served. No new homes will be con-
structed in 2013 in either county.

How Does Helping Hands Work? 
Exclusively targeting existing low-income 
homeowners, Helping Hands typically of-
fers external home repairs, with prefer-
ence for assisting those whose neigh-
borhood and community would also be 
enhanced by the improved appearance.  
Helping Hands seeks community revital-
ization.

Volunteers donate their labor to the 
family, leaving only the cost of building 
materials and related expenses to be re-

covered through a five-year interest-free 
loan from Habitat for Humanity.  Monthly 
payments typically range between $50 
and $100 per month.

Sweat equity contributed by the ho-
meowner remains a requirement.  How-
ever, since many low-income individuals 
who own their homes are disabled or frail 
from advanced age, Habitat permits fam-
ily and friends to contribute sweat equity 
on their behalf.  Homeowners can also 
contribute by providing food for volunteer 
work crews.  Sweat equity is roughly 20% 
of the total hours logged by volunteers.

Habitat for Humanity is accepting 
applications in both Greene and Boone 
Counties for Helping Hands projects 
to be completed in 2013.  Contact the 
Habitat office for an application for you 
or someone you know that could use a 
helping hand.



Turning the Focus . . .
As I take a moment to contemplate past successes and consider our efforts for the coming year, I find my 

mind wandering to the other side of the equation.  What is it really like to be one of the many new families we assist 
through Habitat for Humanity?

Of course, the ego-centrist in me wants to assume we have become someone’s knight in shining armor.  Look 
where they were and what we’ve done to make their lives better.  Aren’t we great!

But turning the focus on ourselves is completely wrong and I believe exactly opposite of what God asks.    
Plant yourself firmly in someone else’s shoes and consider instead how you would truly feel in admitting you 

don’t have the means to provide a decent home for your family.  How humbling to work hard, live within your means 
and still fall short of providing your family the most basic of human needs, adequate shelter.  

This is why I’ve come to especially appreciate the hand-up model of Habitat.  There is dignity in paying one’s 
own way, even when the generosity and kindness of others helps to make those dollars go much farther.  With this dignity comes pride, satisfac-
tion and critical stability for the family.  Homeowners paying for their homes not only sustains our ministry, but is essential to their own healthy 
development.

So, what did I learn from this little exercise?  
Habitat’s volunteers and supporters should absolutely take pride in knowing we are providing an opportunity for more than an efficient, safe 

and affordable home.  What we truly offer is the opportunity for a life filled with dignity, pride and stability.  We are proof that Christian love does 
provide many bright futures.

        God’s Blessings to all in 2013,
        Erich Kretzinger
        Habitat Executive Director

DIRECTOR’S CORNER
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Whether it’s gas, coal or wind that ul-
timately supplies energy to our homes, 
how we use and conserve it is most 
critical.  ENERGY STAR certified homes 
deliver approximately 20% savings on 
annual utility bills and, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency, indoor 
air quality and comfort is also greatly im-
proved.

Your local Habitat for Humanity affili-
ate delivered this level of efficiency, com-
fort and savings to the Brittany Hendrick-
son family in 2012 with a new Ogden 
home built to the most stringent stan-
dards to-date, Energy Star Version 3.0.

Critical to attaining this high level of 
efficiency was the use of structurally in-
sulated panels (SIPs) engineered and 
manufactured by Energy Panel Struc-
tures (EPS) of Graettinger, Iowa.  SIPs 
join high performance rigid foam insula-
tion to sheet plywood that makes them 
up to 15 times more airtight than stud 
walls.

Additional requirements for Energy 
Star 3.0 certification include a site wa-

Your Habitat Goes Green with Energy Star

ter management system, high efficiency 
heating/cooling, high efficiency applianc-
es and efficiency rated lighting. 

Brittany’s young daughters may not 
grow up thinking about their home being 

Energy Star certified, but our volunteers 
and donors can take pride in knowing we 
have done our part to conserve valuable 
energy and provide them a safe, efficient 
home.

Check us out on Facebook 
         & online at www.hfhbg.org



Habitat Volunteer Spotlight
Some license plate frames are mounted by owners wanting to brag 

about this or that.  You’ve maybe seen one saying “My other car is an 
airplane” or “My kid is an honor student”.  

Habitat volunteers have the unique opportunity to claim “My other 
job is homebuilder”.  While he would never seek the attention, Chad 
Thede of Ogden can mount this license frame along with “My other job 
is husband, father, coach and community leader”.

Joining as a Habitat volunteer in 2007, Chad has served on the 
board of directors, construction committee and recently completed his 
second Habitat house in three years as project manager.  That’s a lot of 
time away from those other careers.

Even with all his commitment to Habitat, Chad’s first devotion is to 
his family where he and Christy provide a happy and loving home to 
Cayli, age 17, Claire, 9, Carter, 6, and Christian, 4.  They attend a lot 
of activities together and Chad even mixes it up with coaching of youth 
soccer and t-ball.  They are members of St. John’s Catholic Church and 
Chad has been an active volunteer with Ogden community events and 
committees.  Somehow he also finds time to hunt, fish and trap.

So what makes Chad qualified to lead construction crews for an en-
tire house?  As a graduate of the DMACC Ankeny Building Trades Pro-
gram, he had built many homes across Central Iowa before admitting 
time away from family and uncertainties of owning a business made 
seeking other employment make a lot of sense.  

Today Chad serves as Ogden Waste Water Superintendent, but 
from 1993 to 2004 he was a professional homebuilder.  Habitat allows 

him to serve his Christian faith along with his community while doing something he will always love. While Chad is quick to 
deflect praise or recognition, we all realize no license plate frame could ever do him justice.  

      Thank you ... Chad

Sometimes money does make the perfect gift.  You don’t have to worry about getting the right size, color or style.  
As a not-for-profit housing ministry, Habitat for Humanity sees a monetary gift as not only perfect, but absolutely necessary in 

order to efficiently bring partner families, volunteers, subcontractors and building materials together.  What many may not realize, 
however, is that your local Habitat affiliate also receives tremendous ongoing support from several corporate citizens through what 
are called gifts in kind.  

With a gift in kind, instead of giving money to buy needed goods and services, the goods and services themselves are donated.  
Sometimes discounts are given to make goods and services more affordable.

In 2012, Habitat for Humanity received significant gifts in kind from the following: 

Gifts in kind total thousands of dollars in value every year and are vital to Habitat for Humanity’s efforts to end poverty housing.  
Please remember to tell these friends how much you appreciate their contribution whenever the opportunity arises

If you’d like to see your business’ name here, contribute to Habitat’s efforts through a gift in kind by contacting the Habitat for 
Humanity office.

Gifts In Kind Make the Difference
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HyVee    Swan Creek Cabinets  IHSAA    
McFarland Eye Clinic  Reuter’s JCB     Schon Lumber   
Moffits Ford-Lincoln  Valspar Paints   Hallett Materials   
B&G Manufacturing  Iowa State Trucking  City of Paton
City of Ogden   Tri-County Lumber  Boone Hardware   
Boone Ace Hardware  Don’s True Value Hardware Van Dyke Appraisals
Jordan and Mahoney, P.C.  Boone Bank & Trust  King’s Christian Bookstore 
Haila Engineering  Boone Rental   Spring-Green Lawn Care
Whirlpool Corporation  Yale Locks   Dow Chemical Corporation 
Schneider Electric  Hunter-Douglas  



Yes!  I want to help Habitat for Humanity of Boone and Greene Counties build and repair homes in our 
communities.Please accept my donation in the amount of:            

  _____ $500             _____ $250             _____ $100            _____ $50            _____ other

All contributions to HFH are tax deductible.
This is a qualifying 501(c)(3) organization.   

Return to:  Habitat for Humanity of Boone & Greene Counties
                    P.O. Box 601
                    Boone, IA  50036

Someone else’s new beginning starts with YOU!

www.hfhbg.org
Online & facebook to serve YOU better!

Habitat for Humanity of Boone and Greene Counties
PO Box 601               
Boone, IA  50036

  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Postmaster: Contains dated material.
Please deliver promptly.        


