
2018 Boone Family Introduced

The Boone County Family Programs 
Committee is pleased to introduce Lind-
say Fitzgerald and her six-year-old son, 
Charlie, as our next partner family.  Habi-
tat volunteers will help them to build their 
new two-bedroom home at 515 McPherson 
Street in Boone starting April, 2018.  

Having grown up in Boone, Lindsay 
ventured forth after graduation to see what 
the big world was all about.  By her own 
admission, this time in her life didn’t always 
work out so well.  After some missteps, 
she rediscovered Boone as the best place 
to raise her young son and put her life on 
track to be the best mother possible.  

Lindsay first completed her associate’s 
degree at DMACC-Boone Campus then 
moved on to Iowa State University, where 
she continued to excel. Graduating this 
past May with a degree in Child, Adult and 
Family Services, today she is employed full 
time helping youth who struggle with mak-
ing good choices.  

Pictured above are Habitat’s next partner family, Lindsay and Charlie Fitzgerald.

Family selection volunteers were not 
only impressed by Lindsay’s ascent from 
difficult challenges, but also the ability to 
organize her life and finances. She is an 
ideal candidate, ready for the opportunity to 
build and purchase a Habitat home.  

Having made straight her own path, 
Lindsay also has a giving heart for others.  
Her tight budget includes sponsoring two 
children in Africa through ChildFund Inter-
national, the former Christian Children’s 
Fund.  

She resisted becoming a partner family 
if it required dropping support for her chil-
dren abroad.  Habitat volunteers roundly 
dismissed even the thought of abandoning 
such an important ministry.

We look forward to building a safe, 
healthy and affordable home alongside our 
eager new friends, Lindsay and Charlie 
Fitzgerald.   

What started as an idea to serve 
many more families, especially the el-
derly and disabled in our smaller com-
munities, in 2018 the Helping Hands crit-
ical home repair program will return for 
a seventh year in Greene County, and 
already its fourth year in Guthrie County.  

With over 40 low-income homeown-
ers already assisted with repairs like 
new windows, scrape-and-paint, roof re-
placement, landscaping renewal, wheel-
chair ramps, and even removing feral 
cats from one home, our Helping Hands 
volunteers apparently do it all!  

One big change for 2018 is that many 
homeowners and projects have already 
been selected.  In the past these deci-
sions were tabled until volunteers were 
ready to start each spring.  This created 
numerous last-minute challenges that 
we hope to get ahead of by making deci-
sions much further out.  This should help 
create a smooth beginning in the spring 
and seamless transition from one project 
to the next.

This doesn’t mean we don’t have 
room for more repair projects in 2018.  
If you know of a homeowner in Guthrie 
County or Greene County struggling fi-
nancially and physically to repair and 
maintain their home, pass their informa-
tion along to Jeff Lamoureux, our Asso-
ciate Director, at his office in Jefferson.  
Call 515-386-3093 or email ad@hearto-
fiowahabitat.org. 
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opportunity provided them.  Anything less is not doing as they 
would have others do unto you.  

It’s no coincidence how beautifully the Habitat for Humanity 
model works.  As a Christian ministry we have embraced Biblical 
economics from our beginning, resulting in literally millions 
of people worldwide now having safe, healthy and affordable 
shelter each night.  Each assisted family has reciprocated by 
investing their own labor to build or repair their home.  They ap-
preciate and protect that which they have worked hard to attain.  

And you know the real beauty?  Every Habitat family passes 
this opportunity on to additional families through monthly re-
payment of their construction costs (at 0% interest, also Biblical 
economics).  Habitat 
is the consummate 
hand up, not a hand-
out.  

As you contemplate 
how you might begin 
to solve economic 
inequality in this 
world, take comfort in 
Habitat’s proven model of Biblical economics.  Your gifts of time, 
talent and treasure will always get this job done right.

God’s Blessings Always,
Erich Kretzinger
Executive Director

The news was hardly shocking.  On 
November 14, global financial titan 
Credit Suisse reported that the richest 
1% now own just over half the world’s 
wealth.  This imbalance grows with each 
passing year.  

Suffice it to say that Socialism, Com-
munism and even Capitalism have 
failed miserably at producing economic 
equality.  A select few have far more 
than they could possibly ever need, 
while overwhelming masses struggle to 

secure the daily necessities of food and shelter.
The solution often floated is that we simply need to take that 

wealth from the rich and give it to the poor.  Problem solved.  
I don’t think so.  For I believe we were given a much better 

economic model in a simple lesson Jesus gave in Matthew 7:12, 
paraphrased:  Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you.  

Taking from the rich isn’t what’s needed, but rather those with 
abundance choosing to share by providing opportunities for 
those in need.  I think we’d all like some of that done unto us.

Equally important is for the receiver to combine sincere appre-
ciation with diligent effort to preserve and make the most of the 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Highlights in Greene County Include:
-Sam Kendall (Jefferson) – New roof on house and garage in cooperation with 
    Greene County High School Building Trades program.
-Adam Brubaker (Jefferson) – Wheelchair accessibility ramp.
-Larry Erikson (Scranton) – Porch tear-off and replacement, new siding, new gutters, 
    five windows in the home.
-Sherri Joy (Paton) – New roof, scrape/paint, completed by John Deere employees.
-Rita Jenkins (Grand Junction) – Clean/paint siding, window repairs.
-Sam Schmitt (Jefferson) – Scrape/paint, five new windows.

Highlights in Guthrie County Include:
-Audrey Stetzel (Guthrie Center) – New roof and paint repair over 3 days in cooperation 
    with Adair-Casey/Guthrie Center High School Building Trades program.
-Jane Williams (Guthrie Center) – 16 various projects including chimney, porch and 
    entry repair to the home.
-Joyce Hick (Stuart) – Scrape/paint, new gutters, new roof in cooperation with USDA.
-Julia Arrowsmith (Yale) – Scrape/paint, repair entry doors, general repairs.

Highlights in Boone County Include:
-Donna Perry (Madrid) New roof, clean siding, paint front porch.

Repairs Provide Big Impact

After completing the Fitzgerald family 
home in 2018, Boone County volunteers 
will transition to offering Helping Hands 
critical home repairs for several low-
income homeowners in 2019.  

Having served 24 families with new 
homes since beginning in 1996, this will 
be a return to the program that assisted 
four Boone County families in 2013.  

Habitat is now accepting applications 
for 2019 Helping Hands home repair 
projects in Boone County.  Contact Erich 
Kretzinger, Executive Director, at 515-432-
1168 or email director@heartofiowahabi-
tat.org. 

Helping Hands volunteers across Greene, Guthrie and Boone Counties had a banner 
year in 2017 with 11 families assisted. This sets a new Heart of Iowa Habitat one-year record.

Helping Hands 
Returns to Boone 
County in 2019

www.HeartofIowaHabitat.org

We are always 
a click away...



“Bob the Builder” to oversee final build
With four new Habitat homes standing strong, Bob Dennis of 

Boone will soon begin leading his fifth and final home construction 
project.  His “day job” having transitioned from his own roofing com-
pany to now driving truck for Fareway Stores, a new schedule and 
responsibilities require Bob to give up what he admits is one of the 
best things he’s ever done.

“It’s been a fantastic experience for me to meet and get to know 
so many wonderful people through Habitat,” said Bob.  “The volun-
teers have been especially great to work with, but I’ll always have a 
soft spot for the families we’ve helped. Habitat has been a blessing 
for me.”

The story behind how Bob came to lead Habitat’s construction 
efforts in Boone County is worth retelling.  

Early in 2014, when Habitat was struggling to find leadership 
for a new home build in Boone, Bob actually called to see if there 
was any chance for assisting him with home modifications to better 
accommodate his severely handicapped son, Joey.  Unfortunately, 
this need was outside of Habitat programming, but it did begin a 
conversation between Habitat and Bob, who it turned out knew ev-
erything from soup to nuts, or studs to nails, about home construc-
tion.

Soon a deal was struck for Bob to lead our volunteers on the 
2014 house, but shortly after construction began his son took a se-
vere turn for the worse.  Joey passed away April 11, 2014.  To this 
day, Bob strongly believes Joey led him to Habitat so he would have 
a renewed purpose and caring people to help fill the painful new void in his life.  

While each day in 2018 will be one day closer to his last with Habitat, we all join together in thanking Bob Dennis for his 
tremendous commitment and involvement these past few years.  We also thank and will forever remember Joey for bringing 
Bob the Builder to Habitat for Humanity.

Madrid home complete with new family
“An opportunity missed for one local family has created a new opportunity for another on the Habitat for Humanity house near-

ing completion in Madrid.”
This was the beginning of a press release sent across Boone County on October 6, 2017, after 

the Mark and Kim Mohr family suddenly exited our program.  Our hearts were heavy as the family 
moved from Madrid, leaving behind their best dreams and a home built specifically with accommo-
dations for Mark’s limited mobility. Habitat leaders suddenly found themselves in the very unfamiliar 
position of having a nearly complete house without a partner family.  

And the press release couldn’t have been more accurate.  A new opportunity was created for 
another family.

On Tuesday, October 24, Kathy Albright of Madrid woke to tingling in her legs followed by lower 
back pain, the first signs of a stroke in her spinal cord.  After 62 active years of passionately serving 
others, including her children and then grandchildren, literally overnight Kathy became paralyzed 
from the waist down.

With eleven brothers and sisters living in the Madrid/Woodward area, there was no shortage of 
support, and wouldn’t you know it, at least two had volunteered in building the Madrid house. One 
contacted Habitat staff and the rest, as they say, is history.  Kathy was selected as our partner family 
only two short weeks after her fateful night.  

While we still mourn the Mohr family’s lost opportunity for a healthy, safe and affordable home, in God’s wisdom the door has 
been swung open for Kathy and her family.  Her transition to Habitat homeowner will forever honor the faith-filled work of our 
volunteers and financial supporters.  

Please join in welcoming Kathy Albright as our newest Habitat partner family at the upcoming home dedication. Date and time 
to be announced.  



Yes!  I want to help Habitat for Humanity build and repair homes in our communities. Please accept my 
donation in the amount of:            

  _____ $500             _____ $250             _____ $100            _____ $50            _____ other

Return to:  Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity
                    720 Story Street
                    Boone, IA  50036

  

Someone else’s new beginning starts with YOU!

Heart of Iowa Habitat for Humanity 
720 Story Street               
Boone, IA  50036

www.HeartofIowaHabitat.org
       

Donate online 
www.heartofiowahabitat.org/donation


